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FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF RONALD ARTHUR BIGGS

I, RONALD ARTHUR BIGGS  currently at HMP Belmarsh, London will say as follows :-

I was born on the 8 August 1929 in Lambeth, London.

I make this Statement as a result of a letter written to my solicitors Paul Martin & Co by Registrar Venne from the Criminal Appeal Office dated 23 May 2005 and signed by Mr Gareth Underhill as Senior Legal Manager.

On the 8 August 1963, ironically on my birthday, a well known and much publicised crime took place known as the great Train Robbery.

It is true and correct to say I was one of the accused of participating in the offence.

On the 20 January 1964 the trial of those accused of the said robbery opened at the Buckinghamshire Assizes.

On 6 February 1964 a retrial was ordered by the Trial Judge specifically regarding my case because of a procedural matter.

On the 26 March 1964 my co-defendants were found guilty of the offences charged.

On the 8 April 1964 my own retrial started.

On 14 April 1964 I was found guilty of the offences I faced trial namely Robbery with aggravation  and Conspiracy to stop a mail train with intent to rob.

On 15 April 1964 I was sentenced by the Trial Judge to 30 years imprisonment.

On a day in July 1964 I was taken to the Appeal Court in London and kept in the cells. I say on a day because I remember going to Court only one day which I am told was the 6 July 1964. I cannot say I remember exactly 6th July 1964 but I know it was definitely only one day.

I did not go into Court. My barrister was Mr Fordham and I remember another barrister also came to the cells in the morning to tell me they were appealing on my behalf. I must presume then that it was on the first day of the appeal because I am told by the letter I referred to in para 2 that permission to appeal was granted by the Full Court.

I may be old and may well be thought to be slow in thinking as I have suffered more than one stroke that has affected my speech and my ability to move but I remember I was in the cells of the Appeal Court only one day and that must have been the 6 July 1964.

I am an old man now and am not at all well and have suffered serious medical problems but I know for certain that I never went upstairs in the Appeal Court at any time. I know that for certain. I was asked the question when I had a video conference with my solicitor Mr Martin and was asked the question regarding when I absconded from prison whether it was before or after the appeal.

I remember the whole thing about the appeal because I had been thinking of escaping as I could not see myself as a young man doing thirty years. You have to remember there was no parole in those days although on the prison grapevine there was much talk of a parole system. What was sure was thirty years and for the small part I had been convicted of playing it was not fair.

I waited however, for the appeal because it was possible to have some years shaved off the sentence and it would have probably made a lot of difference and maybe I would not have contemplated escaping at that time. I was relatively young. I am now old and sick but I do definitely remember only one day in the Appeal Court and one day only.

I am told that the appeal lasted on 6th, 7th, and 8th July 1964 although form J81 says that the appeal date was “6th and 8th July 1964”. The extract from the Court of Criminal Appeal Reports say “6,7,8 July 1964” so it just shows how much reliance one can place on form J81 because it missed out 7 July 1964.

You need to remember that in the old days the procedure was not so important and not many people in fairness bothered to appeal. If you were caught bang to rights you just got on with it and did your time. My time was just too long because I did not think that 30 years was a fair sentence for the minor part I had been accused of playing and convicted of to be quite honest.

I do not want to make out I was a Saint or anything but the sentencing was really very harsh even for those times.

The whole point of the matter is however, that I chose a course of action which on occasions I have thought was right and others was so wrong. I escaped and that is a fact. I do regret that at times and others I feel that had the sentence been cut I would have just got on with it. I escaped because of the sentence and because I heard my appeal was dismissed.

As I have said I may be old and may be slow in doing things and have suffered a lot of medical problems. I am in a wheelchair. I cannot talk. I cannot eat without a tube. I cannot do any of the normal things a man can do. I am dependant on prison officers in the hospital department of Belmarsh Prison.

What I can do however, is to remember that one hundred percent I was never taken to the actual Court in the Court of Appeal and I was only there one day and not two or three.

As I have said you cannot rely on J81 because that says the appeal was on the 6th and 8th July 1964 whereas the Criminal Appeal Report page 829 I am told says the hearing lasted for three days on 6, 7 and 8 July 1964 and in fact Mr Justice Fenton Atkinson read out the judgement on 8th July 1964 according to the actual Law Reports.

I am also told, I do not know as I am not a lawyer but just an old man that did a silly thing when he was young and has paid a terrible price for it, that this being a penal statute when there is doubt it must be in favour of the defendant.

I can only but repeat that I was in the cells of the Appeal Court on what must have been July 6th 1964.

I was not present at any other time.

Form J81 says the appeal was on “6th and 8th July 1964”.

The Criminal Appeal Reports say it was on “6,7 8 July 1964”.

I was not present in Court when the Judgement was read out and that is definite.

This Statement is true to the best of my knowledge information and belief and I make it based upon those facts known to me personally or which appear from papers and documents that have been shown to me.

SIGNED ………………………………………….



RONALD ARTHUR BIGGS

DATED THIS           TH DAY OF MAY 2005



