IN THE COURT OF APPEAL

CRIMINAL DIVISION

28TH JULY 2003

REGINA

-V-

ALDO CIARROCCHI

RAYMOND BETSON

KEVIN MEREDITH

WILLIAM COCHRAN

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO CONSIDER APPEAL AGAINST SENTENCE

CORAM: 
Lord Chief Justice Woolf



Mr Justice Penry-Davey



Mr Justice Henriques

Counsel:
Jerome Lynch QC for Aldo Ciarrochi



Paul Hines QC for Raymond Betson



Richard Cherie QC for Kevin Meredith



Oliver Blunt QC for William Cochran



Mr Jones QC for the Crown

Lord Chief Justice: 

Request for handcuffs declined

Mr Ciarrocchi produced in event hear appeal against sentence

Mr Jones QC:

Matter before court for two reasons

Crown seeks directions before court

Appeal against conviction

Trial Central Criminal Court in February 2002

Mr Betson, Mr Ciarrocchi and Mr Cochran for conspiracy to rob De Beers diamonds

Mr Meredith for conspiracy to steal

Mr Betson, Mr Ciarrocchi and Mr Cochran appeals against conviction 

Listing 3rd November 2003 

Time Estimate 3 days but may go short

As far as appeals against sentence 

All four Appellants appeal against sentence 

Mr Meredith and Mr Ciarrocchi apply to hear appeals against sentence 

Mr Lynch QC representations whether court should hear appeal

Crown wish to raise directions

No view on whether appeals against sentence heard today

Mr Lynch QC

Apply at this stage on one basis

This Appellant is an Italian citizen

Sought to be repatriated

Machinery put in place

Probation Service involvement 

Not appeal against conviction 

Appeal against sentence dealt with today

Determine effectively mean repatriated sooner rather than later

Everything done

All we need is final date

Convicted February 2002 

This long

Linked to those sought to appeal against conviction 

Sought more time to properly deal with the matter

Could be in Italy

Serving sentence with family around him

Lord Chief Justice

Unusual

Family live in UK

All moving

When?

Mr Lynch QC

Hoping to move to Italy by October

Realistic approach

Notorious crime

No prospects of employment

Future is in Italy

Mr Cherie QC 

Application from Meredith

Sentenced to five years imprisonment

Conspiracy to steal

Appeals against sentence 

Originally May

Delay overtaken

Appeal against conviction not until 3rd of November 2003

Release on parole on the 6th of November 2003

Apply court to hear appeal against sentence 

Very unusual

Appeal against conviction still outstanding told released on the 6th of November 2003 

Even if appeal dismissed on sentence only if appeal against conviction dismissed

Lord Chief Justice 

Court today prepared to hear appeal against sentence and dismisses will withdraw

Unsatisfactory

Mr Cherie QC

Right to hear his appeal 

Mercy

Waste of time

Crown do not oppose application

Lordships hands

Lord Chief Justice

Why outcome appeal against sentence 

Effect appeal against conviction 

If successful appeal against sentence 

Nothing to lose pursue appeal against conviction 

Stand to lose a great deal

Successful appeal against conviction

Mr Cherie QC

Have to be situation

Crossed four year barrier

Hope to persuade

Immediate release effectively served almost all of it 

Lord Chief Justice

Mr Meredith will have to decide pursue appeal against conviction or not

Appeal against sentence will hear if withdraws appeal against conviction 

Should not understand any indication

Mr Cherie QC

Instructed withdraw appeal against conviction 

Lord Chief Justice

In those circumstances appeal against sentence exceptional course

Mr Lynch QC

Undesirable relationship

Other appellants to hear appeal

Not prepared to hear appeal

Directions 

Not appropriate to deal with one appeal 

Very different circumstances
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