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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

( C J Act 1967 Section 9, M C Act 1980 Section 102, M C Rules 1981 Rule70) 

Ref: 01/08/ASB

STATEMENT OF  :

GARY RUNHUM

Date of Birth         :

OVER 21

Occupation           :  
Lorry Driver

Address                 :

Telephone Home   :


This statement (consisting of 4 pages each signed by me), is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Signed
G. Runham


Dated  20/06/05

I, Gary RUNHAM, DOB: 02/12/61 will say as follows:-

On the 30 January 1989 at Norwich Crown Court I pleaded guilty to murder and was sentenced to life imprisonment.  I was sentenced together with one of my co-defendants, Steven GRAY, who was also sentenced to life imprisonment.  The third co-defendant, James DOWSETT, pleaded not guilty to murder and his trial took place at Norwich Crown Court on the 22 March 1989 when he was found guilty of murder.  The victim was Christopher NUGENT, who was shot by my co-defendant Steven GRAY, on the 15 December 1987.

I had driven myself and Steven GRAY to the office in Mildenhall from which the victim, Christopher NUGENT and my other co-defendant, James DOWSETT operated their business.

My role in this crime was firstly I procured the murder weapon, and secondly I was the driver.

So far as I was aware the instructions we received from James DOWSETT initially, were that we should enter the premises, injure the victim to “teach him a lesson” by breaking a limb.  I was then told by Mr GRAY that Mr DOWSETT’s instructions had altered and that we were being paid to kill the victim.  Mr GRAY said that we were to take £7,000.00 kept on site but to make it look as though the premises had been ransacked and burgled.  Mr GRAY and I decided between us that we would not kill Mr NUGENT but that we would take the money and run.

At no time did I ever have any direct contact with James DOWSETT at all with regard to the aforesaid arrangements.  It was not until we were serving our sentences of life imprisonment that I learned from Jim DOWSETT that he had never at any time given instructions to anyone to kill Christopher NUGENT.

Shortly after I was sentenced I was advised by the Home Office that the Trial Judge had recommended I should serve 14 years in prison before I could be reviewed by the Parole Board.  I was subsequently advised in approximately 1991 that the Home Secretary had increased my tariff to 16 years.  I was extremely distressed about this decision because Mr GRAY, who had been responsible for shooting and killing the victim, without my foreknowledge or consent, had been given an 11-year tariff.  James DOWSETT’s tariff was set at 22-years but reduced on appeal to 19-years.

Immediately after I was sentenced at Norwich Crown Court I was taken down to the police cells and visited by my solicitor, James SOMERVILLE (I do not recall the name of this firm) together with 2 officers from the Suffolk Constabulary.  The name of one of these officers, I believe, was STOREY, and the other was a detective whose name I do not recall.  I was invited to give evidence at the trial of James DOWSETT to the effect that he had paid us to kill Mr NUGENT.  I was offered the opportunity of securing a relatively short tariff for the murder offence which had included the use of firearms.  I was told that it might be possible to serve as few as 10 or 11 years prior to my first review by the Parole Board.  I declined.

Whilst I had been held on remand at HMP Lincoln for a year I was visited during that time by two officers who may have been the same two officers who visited the police cell after I was sentenced.  When I was in Lincoln Prison, prior to the case reaching court, I was offered a determinate sentence in return for giving information to assist convicting James DOWSETT.  I wrote to a friend of mine from HMP Lincoln, whose name was LESLEY, telling her about the visit to me by the police and the offer they had made.  The letter which I sent was actually photocopied by prison staff and placed on my file.  I do not why the letter was photocopied or to what use it was put.

I learned later that Steven GRAY, who had been responsible for actually killing the victim, was only given an 11-year tariff and I believe that he was, in fact, released on tariff, which is extremely unusual for lifers.

Mandatory lifers who have used firearms in their offence normally have a tariff of 20-years set.  Lifers are released after expiry of their tariff only when the Parole Board considers that the risk they pose to the public has been sufficiently reduced.  Their behaviour in prison, understandably, is taken into consideration if it indicates that they still pose a high risk of re-offending.  In my recollection, Steven GRAY’s behaviour was appalling.

I believe that in either 1989 or 1990, that Steven GRAY and another life sentence prisoner, Mickey KEANE, had been placed in the segregation unit for a very long period of time following an attack upon another lifer whom they had cut up whilst held at HMP Wormwood Scrubs.

In HMP Maidstone I believe that Steven GRAY was involved in yet another fight.  I believe that any other lifer with a record like this would never have been released on the expiry of his tariff.

I understand that Steven GRAY was recalled to prison for breaching his licence in the community and that if he has not been released again, he is currently held at HMP Leyhill open prison.  I, who had the least involvement in the offence, who was convicted as part of a joint enterprise, was not released on life licence until January 2004 having served 16 years in prison.

I have read through the hand-written lengthy statement which Steven GRAY gave to the police which I understand was taken when he was held on remand at HMP Winchester.  It is full of untruths.  When we were first arrested Mr GRAY said that it had been me who had shot the victim.  I never entered the premises at any time and I had been shocked to hear the gun go off.  When Steven GRAY ran out of the premises and jumped into the car I drove him away without knowing what had happened or why.

I have never regretted not taking up the offer of having a reduced tariff but I have always felt particularly bitter that Steven GRAY succeeded in securing a lower tariff for telling lies and for assisting in the conviction of James DOWSETT.

Signed
Gary RUNHAM

Date 

20 – 6 - 05   

