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Large arms find linked to feud 

Conor Lally and Kathryn Hayes

04/06/2003 

Gardai in Limerick yesterday uncovered a massive cache of weapons which they believe were destined for use by one of the factions involved in the ongoing feud in the city.

The find included a booby-trap car bomb, a sub-machinegun and assorted ammunition. Gardai said a number of other items, as yet unidentified, had also been seized and searches of the area were continuing last night. It is believed the weapons were to be used by one of the factions involved in the gang violence linked to the alleged abduction of Eddie and Kieran Ryan, and the murder of rival gang member Kieran Keane earlier this year.

"These weapons were destined for one of the sides in the feud and were probably obtained from the Continuity IRA," said one garda source.

Limerick TD Mr Peter Power (FF) last night said the latest find was "an alarming development" which underlined the continued need for the Emergency Response Unit (ERU) in the city.

The weapons were seized at a house on the Patrickswell Road just outside Limerick city yesterday by members of the Garda ERU and local detectives. The ERU was deployed in Limerick in late January after the feud intensified.

During two weeks of violence following the alleged abduction of the Ryans, Kieran Keane was abducted and shot dead on a roadside in Drombana, just outside Limerick. His nephew, Owen Treacy, was stabbed repeatedly during the same attack but survived. A number of petrol bomb attacks on houses followed.

Four men were arrested in Lockmore, Co Limerick at around 3.30 p.m. yesterday following the arms find. One of them, in his 60s, is a key member of one faction.

Two other men, in their 30s, and a third man in his 40s were also being detained. The men were being held under Section 30 of the Offences Against the State Act at Henry Street and Roxboro garda stations.

Yesterday's find came at a time of continuing tension. Last Wednesday, the rival gangs clashed outside a fast-food restaurant on the Ennis Road.

Iron bars, snooker cues, a wheel brace and baseball bats were seized by members of the garda sub-aqua unit who happened to be in the restaurant at the time.


 

Limerick murder file sent to DPP 

28/05/2003 

The book of evidence compiled by gardaí as part of the investigation into the murder of Limerick criminal figure Kieran Keane has been submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

Comprising some 500 pages and 720 statements, the file was completed following a four-month investigation by a team of seven gardaí who worked full-time on the case.

Further details of the massive criminal investigation emerged as three men appeared before Limerick District Court charged with kidnapping Keane on January 29th.

Mr James McCarthy (23) and Mr David Stanners (31), both of Pineview Gardens, Moyross, and Mr Christopher Costelloe (20), Moylish Avenue, Ballynanty, are also charged with abducting Keane's nephew Mr Owen Treacy on the same date.

Applying to further remand the three men in custody, Insp Séamus Gallagher said the office of the DPP needed time to examine the statements in the "proper fashion" and that further charges were possible. Judge John O'Neill agreed to the request and further remanded them in custody to appear again before Limerick District Court on June 10th.

Two other men are also in custody on charges of kidnapping Mr Keane and Mr Treacy. In the abduction incident, Mr Keane was shot dead and Mr Treacy survived multiple stab wounds.


 

Men on kidnap charges remanded 

17/04/2003 

A 21-year-old man charged with the kidnapping of Limerick crime boss, Kieran Keane, could abscond to England if granted bail, a court has heard.

Mr Anthony McCarthy with an address at Fairgreen, Limerick, is also charged with the false imprisonment of Keane's nephew, Mr Owen Treacy, on January 29th last.

Judge Tom O'Donnell yesterday refused an application for bail by Mr McCarthy's solicitor, Mr Aeneas McCarthy.

Gardaí had objected to bail based on the seriousness of the charge and the risk that the accused could leave Limerick or Ireland.

Insp Pat Connolly said Mr McCarthy formed part of an ongoing feud in Limerick city and that on previous occasions when he was arrested he had given false names and addresses.

The court heard that Mr McCarthy had recently gone to England to visit his father. The accused denied that he was part of any feud in Limerick and also denied suggestions by Insp Connolly that he didn't get on with his father. Judge O'Donnell rejected the application for bail and remanded Mr McCarthy in custody until May 30th.

A second man, Mr Dessie Dundon (20), from Hyde Road, Limerick, was also further remanded in custody at Limerick District Court on the same abduction charges. Judge O'Donnell refused an application for bail for Mr Dundon for the second time. He also refused an application by Insp Connolly to adjourn both cases to Cork District Court.

Both of the accused are being held in custody in Cork Prison. Judge O'Donnell refused this application and said he could not burden his colleagues in Cork with a Limerick case. Both men are due to reappear next month.


 

Bloodletting appears set to go on 

By Karl Hanlon

31/01/2003 

The clinical execution of Ciaran Keane, a father of two children, has sparked fresh fears of further bloodletting in this Limerick family feud.

His nephew and close friend, Owen Treacy, was stabbed in the attack but managed to escape to raise the alarm.

Mr Keane (35), married with two teenage children, inherited the mantle of head of his family since the imprisonment of his older brother, Christy Keane.

The elder Keane was found by detectives moving a coal sack full of drugs in the Island Field area of Limerick city and is serving a 10-year prison sentence.

Gardaí hailed his conviction as a major blow against organised crime in Limerick, but a bitter feud with the Ryan family continued to escalate even though Christy Keane was behind bars.

Ciaran Keane, a native of St Mary's Park on the northside of Limerick, moved recently to the Garryowen area of the city with his family.

He was the prime suspect in the murder of Eddie Ryan snr, who was gunned down in the Moose Bar in November 2000 while drinking after a funeral.

Eddie Ryan was the head of the family with whom the Keanes have been involved in a vicious and long-running feud that looks set to continue.

However, Ciaran Keane was never charged in relation to the gangland killing and the two gunmen who carried out the murder are still at large.

Mr Keane's nephew, Mr Treacy (33), lived in Parteen, Co Clare, on the outskirts of Limerick.

His home was badly damaged in a petrol bombing last May, in an attack connected to the family feud.

The Treacy family operate a successful bakery and confectionary business in Limerick.

Mr Treacy was in a serious condition in Limerick Regional Hospital last night, but his injuries were thought to be not life threatening.

Gardaí are anxious to interview him as he could be one of the few people with answers to this bitter and confusing family feud saga.
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