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By SIMON HOUSTON
THE British-based lawyer who wants to defend Saddam Hussein says he has new information backing up claims that the former Iraqi dictator was drugged 
by Kurdish forces before being handed over to the Americans.
Giovanni Di Stefano also believes his captors refused to reveal his secret location until part of the $25 million reward for his capture was paid up 
front.
It has been widely accepted that Saddam was seized during a joint operation between American and Kurdish forces near his home town of Tikrit early on 
Sunday, December 14.
But the revelations by Di Stefano - who has links to the Hussein family - may cast fresh doubt on the official version of events.
Di Stefano, who has acted as an advisor to former Serbian dictator Slobodan Milosevic during his war crimes tribunal at the Hague, insists he has solid 
information that Saddam was double-crossed by his initial captors, whom he believed would help him flee Iraq.
He claims they then fed him water and chocolate spiked with tranquilisers, before negotiating the reward with US contacts.
He said: "Saddam Hussein was told that he would be going out of Iraq and he was given a gun, money but no mobile phone in case of intercepts. 
His transitory place of harbour was the place he was captured."
Di Stefano revealed that Saddam had also been keeping poor health in recent years and was showing clear signs of diabetes, which could account for the 
chocolate bars discovered in the hide-out.
He added: "He was not so well in 1998 when I met him. I do not know if he had diabetes but he was always eating chocolate for sugar. He insisted on bottled 
water even when drinking whisky. 
"He felt safe - except that where he was placed had only one exit. It was there that the Kurds made the decision to take the reward money. In the bottled 
water I understand drugs were mixed which had an effect on his ability to stay awake and in the Bounty Bars also. 
"However, those that had decided to surrender Saddam Hussein did not trust the Americans. They insisted that $5,000,000 should be paid up front in 
good faith and $20,000,000 upon capture.
"Information received stated categorically that Saddam Hussein was indeed captured and kept in the mini prison until such time as the US showed the 
reward money
"The irony of all of this is that the US obtained the reward money from banknotes confiscated from Baghdad. Saddam Hussein paid his own reward."
It was reported at the weekend that Saddam may have fallen into the hands of the Kurdish Patriotic Front after being betrayed to the group by a member
 of the al-Jabour tribe, whose daughter had been raped by his son Uday, leading to a blood feud.
In a recent interview on American news channel CNN, Saddam's daughter Raghad said she was "100 per cent convinced" that her father had been drugged
when pictures of his capture were shown around the world.
"Anyone with insight could tell from the first instance that my father was not fully conscious," she said. "As a daughter, I told them from the start, 'My 
father is drugged. I am 100 percent convinced.'"
U.S. President George W. Bush has said he didn't know if Saddam was sedated but the images that were released were not designed to humiliate him.
Asked if she thought Saddam would get a fair trial, Raghad said: "Of course I don't believe he'll receive a fair trial, because it will be conducted by an unrecognised
 party."
Meanwhile, Giovanni Di Stefano believes it will be possible for Saddam to receive a fair trial in Iraq as long as the statues of the new Iraqi Special Tribunal - set
 up earlier this month to try those accused of crimes against humanity - are properly applied.
And he points to the fact that a number of prominent international lawyers have now come forward to defend former members of the Iraqi hierarchy.
Di Stefano, a director of Scottish Premier League football club Dundee, made his fortune from business interests across the world. He has a franchise for
Iraqi airlines and still holds to routes between Baghdad and Belgrade and Rome.
As well as Saddam and Milosevic, he has counted terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden among his associates.
He represented road-rage killer Kenneth Noye, serial killer Dr Harold Shipman and acted as an advisor to Jeffrey Archer. 
He added: "What is important is that Saddam Hussein now be transferred urgently to the jurisdiction of the Iraqi Special Tribunal and that the Statutes 
be applied not interpreted. 
"If they are, Saddam Hussein will obtain a fair trial and receive the best defence and it will be an honour to defend."
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